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In early November, Senior Management had to take the 
very sad and difficult decision to expel four boys from Std. 
11 and suspend three others (two from Std. 11 and one 
from Std. 10).  We continue to support the expelled boys 
and their families as they seek new schools and re-
arrange their GCSE exams.  The issue which occasioned 
these sanctions was a serious theft in the Std. 10 boys’ 
dormitory but the level of punishment also reflected 
previous misdemeanours.  It will be helpful for parents to 
know something of our disciplinary procedures in cases 
such as these. 

The Student Handbook contains our ‘Code of Conduct’ as 
well as other rules and regulations.  Most of this 
information is also in the Parents’ Handbook.  If you do 
not have copies of either of these important publications 
then please enquire via the Admissions’ Office. 

In all of our dealings with student disciplinary issues we 
seek to move towards repentance and reconciliation.  This 
process involves much prayer and discussion in Senior 
Management, counselling and pastoral care from Dorm 
Parents and staff in the Department of Personal 
Development (DPD) and some level of punishment.  The 
latter serves as a ‘marker’ to the student who has done 
wrong and gives time for reflection and repentance.  
Punishment also serves as an example to the whole 
school community of our standards and expectations.  
Our disciplinary procedures, I believe, are firm but fair.  
They are ultimately designed to enable all of us involved 
to move on humbler and wiser. 

In case of most punishments, once they are over, we all 
move on and the incident is largely forgotten.    However, 
it has to be accepted that if misdemeanours are repeated 
then ‘previous history’ may be considered as this will 
indicate whether lessons have been truly learnt and 
whether wisdom and humility have really been inculcated.  
Let me take an analogy from the game of field hockey:  
firstly, a green card indicates a stern warning and ‘talking 
to’ following a relatively minor warning.  The player 
(hopefully) is chastened but stays on the field.  This might 
equate to a detention or minor gating.  Secondly, a yellow 
card may be awarded for a subsequent green card 
offence (the earlier warning having been ignored) or for a 
first offence which is quite serious in itself.  The player 
leaves the field for a period of time so determined by the 
umpire and then returns (hopefully much chastened!).  
This might equate to a serious gating at school, involving 
community service, or even a short two-week suspension.  
Finally, a red card is awarded for a second yellow card 
offence or, occasionally, immediately for a very serious 
infringement on the field of play.  In this instance the 
player leaves the game and may not return.  He / she may 
also face a ban from further matches.  This ‘red card’ 
scenario might equate to a long suspension or even an 
expulsion. 

In summary, therefore, students need to understand that 
previous serious misdemeanours will affect the level of 
punishment meted out when another serious incident 
occurs.  The passage of time, the type of incident (it may 
be different from the earlier one), and the attitude of the 
student will all have a bearing on the outcome of the 
investigation.  Furthermore, ‘red cards’ can be given in 
Cup Finals.  In the same way, students need to appreciate 

Disciplinary issues 

 
 

In the October newsletter we asked you 
to pray for rain – thank you for doing so! 
We had some sustained and heavy 
rainfall after half-term which saw us 
through the second half of term. 
However, we are concerned to do what 
we can to avoid similar problems again 
and so a Water Audit was launched 
under Mr. Cantle’s guidance and 
direction. Every household and school 
facility on both campuses was assessed 
and the results analysed. Whilst a final 
conclusion has still to be reached, it was 
noted that the Lushington campus 
experiences a daily net gain in water and 
the Selborne campus a net loss. We are 
looking at ways to transfer water between 
campuses. If anyone has a spare water 
tanker we would be pleased to hear from 
you!  

 

that just because they are in an exam. class (at Hebron 
this means Stds. 10 to 13 inclusive) this does not mean 
they are immune from a serious punishment such as a 
suspension or expulsion. 

I hope that what I’ve written will enhance understanding 
but, as with all issues, if anyone has a query please 
contact Senior Management or myself for clarification.  I 
should just add, that as with students there is also a 
disciplinary policy for staff which, while very rarely 
exercised, is also there to protect the Community as a 
whole.  Very sadly this had to be evoked in our recent 
case of a staff resignation – but all parents should have 
received a separate email or letter concerning this. 

School water supply  

 
 
 
 
During the week we have separate assemblies for Junior 
School and for Middle/Senior School.  There are also 
regular class assemblies and occasional Middle School 
assemblies.  Every Friday, however, we meet for a whole 
school assembly in the Sports’ Hall. 
 
Weekly assemblies are taken by staff members, visitors, 
the Music Department and different classes.  Often there 
is a devotional talk, a dramatic sketch or reading, some 
music, a hymn and a prayer.  They are all of a Christian 
nature. 
 
This term in the whole school Friday assemblies we have 
followed two themes.  On some weeks we listen to 
extracts from ‘Prince Caspian’ by C.S. Lewis (and draw 
out a lesson or moral) and on other occasions we have 
been learning about the Ten Commandments (see 
Exodus 20 in the Old Testament of the Bible).  This term 
we have focussed on the final five commandments and 
have seen them as ‘steps to life’: 
 
10. You shall not covet (desire something not your own) 

9. You shall not give false testimony (lie) 
8. You shall not steal 
7. You shall not commit adultery 
6. You shall not murder 

 
It would be good if, as families, you could discuss these 
and follow up on them over the holidays.  A very good 
book, which is easily understood in a modern age, on the 
Ten Commandments is by J. John and is called, ‘Ten 
Steps to the Good Life’.  He has written a more detailed 
one called, ‘Living the Ten Commandments in the 21st 
century’ (Kingsway, ISBN 0-85476-874-2).  Happy 
reading! 
 
Finally, assemblies are also a time for commendation and 
congratulation.  We hand out certificates, prizes and 
school colours from time to time.  Sports Captains present 
reports as we seek to encourage the confidence in public 
speaking so essential in life.  All of this is recorded on our 
website in the ‘general news’ link which is updated 
weekly.  There are often special reports on sport and 
drama, together with photos, on the website.  Do have a 
look!  (Website address:  www.hebronooty.org). 
 

Assemblies 
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We have had an encouraging response to  i ts  
recent  launch.   I f  you  are an Alumnus and  
missed the in format ion about  jo in ing,  p lease 
contact  Mrs.  Usha Bhasme (Alumni  Secretary)  
here at  School .   The f i rs t  Alumni  Newslet te r  is  
due out  a t  the end of  December and we are  
p lanning a large reunion for  Saturday,  March  
6 t h  2004,  in  London.   Th is  wi l l  be hosted by 
Karan Bi l imor ia ,  a  Hebroni te ,  who is  a  
prominent  bus inessman ( in  the top 100 l is t  in  
the U.K. )  and a leader in  the t rad ing and  
cu l tura l  assoc iat ion l ink ing Ind ia  and the  U.K.  

 
 

Alumni Association 
 

 
 
 

The Hebron School  music  po l icy is  now 
avai lab le .   I t  has been  sent  out  to  parents  by 
emai l  and le t ter  –  do contact  the Pr inc ipa l ’s  
Of f ice i f  you have not  yet  rece ived a copy.   
Th is  po l icy concerns  the type of  music  
s tudents  can l is ten to  whi ls t  a t  school .  

We are de l ighted wi th  the resul ts  o f  the  
‘Assoc iated Board of  the Royal  Schools  o f  
Mus ic ’  (ABRSM) exams.   Th is  year  we had  
near ly twice as many candidates as las t  year  –  
54 in  to ta l .   Everyone passed and there were  
15 d is t inc t ions and 27 mer i ts .   W el l  done 
everyone  and many thanks to  the  outs tanding  
work  done by the  Mus ic  Department :   Mrs .  
Beni ta  Fernandes,  Miss  Janice Faszer ,  Miss  
Joanna Fernandes,  Miss  Joy Moon,  Mr.  Andy 
( I .G.) ,  Mrs .  Debby Rogers  and Miss L indsay 
( I .G.) .  

Th is  year  the jo in t  Caro l  Service was held at  
St .  Stephen’s  Church  and hosted by St .  
Hi lda ’s  School .   Some n ine schools  in  our  
Assoc iat ion par t ic ipated.   I t  was a love ly  
occas ion.   Our own Caro l  Service of  songs,  
candles,  readings and a ta lk  by  Mr.  Thomas  
George is  o rganised by Mrs.  Lor i  Spurgeon  
( the Day Scholar  Co-ord inator) .   I t  is  on 
Sunday,  14 t h  December at  7 :00 p.m.   The  
Junior  School  Chr is tmas programme, 
“W i tnesses” ,  was i ts  usual  v ibran t ,  co lour fu l  
and enthus iast ic  reminder o f  the Nat i v i t y.   
Thank you  to  a l l  the s ta f f  who  helped p roduce  
i t .   Mr.  Paul  Read p layed the drums (as usual )  
–  h is  las t  t ime af ter  many years .   Grate fu l  
thanks.  

In  November  we hos ted a very  popular  
Chr is t ian Concert  conducted by Abey and  
Swapna Abraham, two  of  our  parents ,  and  
the i r  Band.   Over 400 people at tended f rom 
the loca l  communi ty.   I t  was a l i ve ly and  
vibrant  concer t  and we are very gratefu l  to  
Abey and Swapna for  the i r  t ime,  e f for t  and  
energy.  

Music 

 
 
 
This year’s Executive, headed by Co-Presidents Abu Jirel 
and Naomi Reid, has been raising funds for Mizpah 
Home, a local orphanage run by Mr. Mohandas (one of 
our Joint Caterers) and his wife, Mrs. Jennifer Mohandas.  
Student Council organised a ‘National Dress Day’ and 
then a music and cultural event for a Saturday evening.  
The latter took the form of food stalls, roses’ delivery 
(many hundreds of flowers!), games and then student 
produced music and songs.  It was an excellent evening 
and Student Council is also to be congratulated on raising 
several thousand rupees for Mizpah Home. 

Our Link School, Dean Close in Cheltenham (U.K.), held a 
similar National Dress Day in November.  They also 
hosted a visit and small concert by Abey and Swapna.  
Funds were raised both for Mizpah but also for the Link. 

Student Council 

 

 

 
A few parents have asked about the possibility of a 
student exchange with Dean Close.  I am in discussion 
with the Cheltenham school about this.  There are no 
definite plans as yet but probably the least disruptive time 
for our students would be in Std. 9 (or, possibly, Std. 10) 
during January and early February in any given year.  
This would mean the exchange (or visit) could be for four 
weeks in the first half of Dean Close’s Lent Term (which 
starts in early January and goes through to mid-March 
with a short half-term break in February).  Therefore, any 
Hebron student would not miss much of our term if they 
returned here when Dean Close starts its February mid-
term break.  The best time for Dean Close students to 
come here would be August to September. 

As for finances, I would anticipate the parents of students 
involved would pay for flights and local expenses and 
there would a nominal charge for board and 
accommodation. 

At this very early stage in discussions I would appreciate 
an indication (with no commitment) from parents who 
think their son or daughter might be interested in such an 
exchange.  Just drop me an email via the Principal’s 
Office.  Thank you. 

Dean Close School Link 

 
 

 
I have received notification from Mr. Wilson that 
there are still a few rooms available for the April 

2004 half term break (8th – 18th April). 
 

Please contact the Wilsons directly if interested 
(Tel. 0423 2230936). 

 

Brooklands Guest House, Coonor 
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Advance notification of the key events – more details next term: 
 

Saturday, 3rd April Student Council Event 

Sunday, 4th  Praise and Worship 

Monday, 5th  Parents’ picnic and interviews 

Tuesday, 6th  Swimming Gala, interviews, Variety Concert 

Wednesday, 7th  Interviews, Thanksgiving Service 

Thursday, 8th  Parents’ Meetings 

 
Please note that this year, because of Easter Week, the mid-term break is from 12:00 noon on Thursday (not Friday). 
 

Parents’ Week 2004 
 

 
 
Once again may I plead with parents to respect these 
(as well as the start dates, too!)?  Very occasionally an 
earlier leave or late arrival is permitted for exceptional 
circumstances.  Only the Principal can give permission 
for these.  If permission is requested at the last moment 
or if a ‘fait accompli’ is presented then please realise 
that a fine of Rs. 500 per pupil per day (or part thereof) 
affected will be levied.  You have been politely warned 
(again)! 

We have been asked about the 12:00 noon timing for 
the end of each half of each term.  The reasons for this 
are as follows: 

1. We need time on the final morning for a final clear 
up in Dorms and Classrooms. 

2. We always finish each half with a Final Assembly 
(lasting c. 45 mins.) to which parents are most 
welcome.  This is for final reminders, certificates, 
etc. and helps to ‘round off’ a term neatly. 

3. At half-term breaks it enables us to fit in four 
teaching periods before going on the short break. 

4. Inevitably whatever time (or date) we choose we will 
not please everyone!  However, these are 
advertised at least a year in advance. 

Thank you again for your understanding and 
consideration.  

Ends of half-terms and terms 

 
 
Parents are kindly requested to settle their 
outstanding travel accounts by December 1st  
(Term 1) and June 1st  (term 2) so as to ensure 
we can close our accounts efficiently and to 
comply with the very tight schedule we have 
for Auditing. 
 

Travel Office 

·  Mr. Swapan Das.  He has been Dorm Support in 
Gardens, a technician and a Hindi teacher.   
Swapan was initially an I.G. and then a staff 
member – he will be fondly missed. 

We are also very grateful to all of our I.G.’s:  Mr. Andy, 
Miss Lois, Miss Sarah, Miss Katie, Mr. Alvin, Miss Karin 
and Miss Lindsay.  In addition, we thank Hebronite Seb 
Sennema for his help with Sport. 

Next term we welcome back full-time Mrs. Joycy Paul 
(from maternity leave).  The Bradshaws will also rejoin 
us for one term to assist especially in Modern 
Languages.  (Mr. Simon Bradshaw left last June after 
five years here as Head of Modern Languages).  The 
Dallimore family will be joining us from Australia on a 
one-year contract.  Mrs. Dallimore is a trained Physical 
Education specialist and Mr. Dallimore will help in 
history, sport and music.  One of their sons will be an 
I.G. and a younger one will join Std. 8. 

The Georges have enjoyed an excellent sabbatical in 
the U.K. and Europe.  We congratulate them on the 
upcoming wedding of their son, Stephen.  We also 
congratulate two of our Council Members (Horst Kowski 
and Anita Lazarus) whose daughter and son 
respectively (both Hebronites) are to be married to each 
other later this month! 

We are very appreciative of the Dunlop family from New 
Zealand who helped out in many areas of the School for 
the final month of term.  Mr. John Dunlop refurbished 
our telescope and Mrs. Lillian Dunlop was a Godsend in 
history and geography!  David and Hannah also played 
key roles with younger students. 

 

 

 
We say goodbye this term to: 

·  Mr. & Mrs. Peter and Lisa Hart (and baby Jordan).  
They have been Dorm Support for Ebenezer.  Mr. 
Hart taught French and Mrs. Hart assisted in 
Learning Support and the Junior School.  They 
were both football enthusiasts! 

·  Miss Joy Moon.  She has been assisting at 
Selborne, teaching in the Music Dept. and a 
tremendous help with our Korean students and 
parents. 

Staff News 
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and cheerful home crowds.  The U14’s  swept 
aside Good Shepherd and Laidlaw and then 
drew with St. Joseph’s.  We won this 
tournament on a superior goal difference.  The 
U16’s, potentially our strongest side, beat 
Laidlaw and a local Tamil side comfortably but 
went out to another Tamil school (Cordite 
Factory) on sudden death penalties after a 
goalless semi-final.  The U19’s played some 
heart stopping hockey:  in their pool games 
they demolished Lawrence 10 – 0 and were 
comfortable victors over Mountain Home and 
Hubhathalai.  The semi-final was 1 – 1 against 
Laidlaw but we were clinical in our penalties 
and proceeded to the final where Cordite, last 
year’s winners, swept into a 2 – 0 half-time 
lead.  Michael Read’s men were inspired in the 
second-half and levelled the match by the final 
whistle.  This time we fell just short on penalties 
and, for the third year in succession, were 
runners-up to Tamil teams!  They made up for it 
the following day, however, when our Indoor ‘B’ 
team and ‘A’ team were (somewhat bizarrely) 
winner and runner-up in the Indoor hockey 
tournament. 

·  Swimming: 

In an inaugural gala at the newly built Good 
Shepherd indoor heated pool, our girls 
triumphed whilst a much depleted boys team 
were soundly beaten.  However, we carried off 
five of the six individual trophies:  Aaron 
Gamble (U19), Tunti Pereira (U19), Andrew 
Thomas (U16), Esther Bushy (U16), Anoushka 
Sivarakan (U13). 

(c) School: 
The Blue / Gold House competitions have started.  
The Sports’ Captains have been doing an excellent 
job encouraging interest and support as well as 
arranging teams, matches and officials.  The annual 
school cross-country, run over the familiar ‘Everest’ 
route, was won by Blue House.  Full results are on 
the website but individual winners were as follows: 

·  Junior School (to Std. 3):  Joel Faszer 

·  Sub Junior:  Ceilidh Rex, Chan Lee 

·  Junior:  Rachel Dodds, Sumith Dutta 

·  Inters:  Grace Miller, Ben Kern 

·  Seniors:  Lucy Johnson, Peter Prescott. 
 

It was good to see so many staff and IG’s running 
as well!  Mr. Longfield just about beat his son, 
James, into second place in the Senior division! 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all staff for the 
tremendous amount of time and effort which has 
gone into sport this term by way of coaching, 
organising and officiating.  Mr. Alun Roberts, Head 
of Outdoor Activities, is to be thanked and 
congratulated in particular. 

 

 

 

Please note that full reports, often with photographs, of 
inter-school and intra-school matches appears on our 
website.  The following is a summary of matches since 
the last newsletter: 

(a) District: 
·  Bharath Sampath was selected for the Nilgiris 

U-14 cricket team. 

·  Nikhil Sahni and Raphael Rayees will receive 
District Cricket awards for bowling. 

·  Our U-19 girls football team did very well to 
hold the Tamil Nadu state team to only 6 goals. 

·  Clay pigeon shooting – Kynan Chenai (age 12) 
who had competed in the GV Mavlankar 
Shooting Championship (in August) in Chenai 
and come 4th out of 50 competitors is now in 
Delhi for the National Men’s Juniors Shooting 
Tournament.  We wish him all the very best. 

(b) Inter – School: 
·  Tennis:  there were not enough girls from other 

schools to take us on but our boys fared 
reasonably well: 

U16:  beaten in the semi-finals. 

U19:  Navruz Vakil, Orville D’Silva, Nikhil Sahni 
were beaten in the final.  It was particularly 
good to see two new boys this term (Navruz 
and Orville) participate and do so well. 

·  Boys’ Cricket: 

We fielded four teams (at U19, U17, U15 and 
U13 levels).  None of them proceeded beyond 
the group stages although several matches 
were close fought.  The U19’s lost one of their 
four matches by only one run and overcame 
Green Valley in an exciting encounter by one 
wicket. 

·  Badminton: 

We entered teams in both the boys and the 
girls competitions but did not reach any of the 
finals.   

Hebron hosted the girls’ tournament. 

·  Basketball: 

The boys’ teams were unable to repeat last 
season’s final placings but they competed well 
and pressed the leading schools in the District 
closely (Lawrence, Laidlaw, Kodai and St. 
Joseph’s).  The accolades this year go to the 
U19 girls’ team which played superbly, 
overcame Laidlaw (the hosts), Mountain Home 
and (incredibly!) Kodaikanal.  We took on 
Lawrence in the final and whilst we had the 
better of the play we were unable to convert 
pressure into points and lost 23 – 19. 

·  Boys’ Hockey: 

Once again Hebron hosted all of the 
tournaments which were played in front of large 

Sports 
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Many improvements continue to be made on both 
campuses although much is unseen.  Many thanks to 
Mr. Dodds, Mr. Jayaram, Mr. Cameron and the Facilities’ 
Committee for their hard work. 

·  Major projects recently completed / continued:  
Lushington Kitchen refurbishment; trampoline and 
logs; water recycling plant; springlands pipe; 
Selborne well deepening. 

·  Major projects planned for the holidays:  partial re-
roofing of the Sports’ Hall; solar panels at Selborne; 
tarmac at Selborne; the main gate Security post 
refurbishment. 

 

 
 
Since half-term these have been awarded (in recognition 
of commitment, leadership and excellence) to the 
following: 
·  Drama:  Lucy Johnson, Ananda Rabindranath. 
·  Cricket:  Nikhil Sahni. 
·  Racquet sports: Avantika Tharakan 
·  Basketball:  Kate Fisher, Bonnie Miller. 
·  Hockey:  Jonathan Reid, Anand Singh. 
 

School Colours 

Facilities 

 
 

Many parents attended our annual Drama 
Festival week in October.  As ever the 
standard was extremely high.  The results 
of the competions are displayed on the 
website along with many photographs.  
Special congratulations, however, go to 
Std. 13 for an enthralling production of 
‘The Roses of Eyam’ with its bitter sweet 
dialogue.  Std. 13 won their division – the 
first time this particular group of students 
had won the Drama trophy in all their 
years at Hebron.  Mrs. Angie Dodds is 
particularly thanked for all her hard work 
in putting on the Festival, one of the true 
Hebron highlights!  (Mr. Reid remarked to 
a colleague at another school that we 
were about to have our Drama Week only 
to receive the reply, ‘At our school every 
week is a drama week’!). 
 

Drama 

 

 

This time I would like to finish with a short article written by Elisabeth Elliot, an American missionary whose husband (Jim 
Elliot) was martyred by the Aucas of Ecuador in 1956.  Jim gave his life for others selflessly and one of his many 
inspiring statements is this:  ‘He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he can never lose.’  He 
referred, of course, to giving his own life but in so doing gaining eternal life in Jesus Christ. 

After such a busy and draining term I was comforted by the following article by Elisabeth Elliot (in her book ‘Keep a Quiet 
Heart’) which echoes the sacrifice of her husband but also inspires us to carry on even when things are tough.  She 
writes:  

‘Nevertheless we must run aground’ 

Have you ever put heart and soul into something, prayed over it, worked at it with a good heart because you believed it 
to be what God wanted, and finally seen it “run aground”? 

The story of Paul’s voyage as a prisoner across the Adriatic Sea tells how an angel stood beside him and told him not to 
be afraid (inspite of winds of hurricane force), for God would spare his life and the lives of all with him on board ship.  
Paul cheered his guards and fellow passengers with that word, but added, “Nevertheless, we must run aground on some 
island” (Acts 27:26, NIV). 

It would seem that the God who promises to spare all hands might have “done the job right,” saved the ship as well, and 
spared them the ignominy of having to make it to land on the flotsam and jetsam that was left.  The fact is He did not, nor 
does He always spare us. 

Heaven is not here, its There.  If we were given all we wanted here, our hearts would settle for this world rather than the 
next.  God is forever luring us up and away from this one, wooing us to Himself and His still invisible Kingdom, where we 
will certainly find what we so keenly long for. 

“Running aground,” then, is not the end of the world.  But it helps to make the world a bit less appealing.  It may even be 
God’s answer to “Lead us not into temptation” – the temptation complacently to settle for visible things. 

 
I close by wishing you all every blessing for Christmas and New Year. 
 
 
 
 
Alastair Reid 
(Principal). 
 

And Finally 


