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Postscript

Dear Friends,

I am writing this at 37000 ft (11300 m) high
above the Black Sea, and traveling at 566
m.p.h. (909 km/h) on my way back from the
U.K. where | attended the Hebron Reunion
and the official launch of the Alumni
Association. This is a good time and place to
reflect on all that is best about the school.

First of all, | want to say how impressed | was
with the Alumni Reunion which was kindly
hosted by one of our most illustrious
Hebronites, Mr. Karan Billimoria, at Café
Spice Namasté near the Tower of London.
Some 150 people gathered for an afternoon
of reminiscing, renewing friendships, hearing
about the school today and enjoying an
Indian meal together. There were former
students from the 1930’s to the early Cc21°%,
former staff and 1G’s and several prospective
staff. It was an extremely happy occasion
and demonstrated the tremendous affection
and goodwill so many have for the ‘old school
on the hill'. | was delighted to be presented
with a collection of reports, signed by Miss
Chaplin, for a Miss Doris Bertha Eagan who
from the ‘Midsummer Term 1902" until the
‘Easter term 1909’ was a student at Hebron
High School, Coonoor. Miss Eagan’s first
report says of her early progress, ‘Good,
should do well'. Her final one which records
her success in the Cambridge Senior Local
concludes, ‘Very Good. Continues
satisfactorily’. These comments seem most
apt also in describing the school over 100
years later!

Secondly, | am reflecting on the presentation
| made at the Happy Home School for the
Blind in Mumbai where around 50 current and
prospective parents gathered in their
auditorium. Here the Hebron family was




seen at its most impressive with the
Kapadias, Vakils, Vermas, Billimoria and EI-
Ariss families cheerfully arranging
refreshments, memorabilia, transport and
accommodation. There was even a call from
Dubai from a current parent wishing the
gathering success. All of this made a very
positive impression on our prospective
parents.

Thirdly, 1 have been reading a long emalil
from one of the Scripture Union workers from
the Avalanche Outdoor Centre where we
often take our Dorms, Prefects and Duke of
Edinburgh trekkers. The writer comments on
how the Hebron students (on this occasion
Std. 8) reacted when a terrifying forest fire
arose and threatened to overwhelm the
camp: ‘It was incredible that with a raging fire
on the mountain ahead of us, the sky full of
smoke and their stuff up in the middle of it,
the kids were completely able to let go, not
worry and have a laugh ... They were totally
co-operative the whole time, they didn't fuss,
they didnt come wup with their own
suggestions, they just did what they were
told, and had a fun afternoon playing in the
river.” The writer then goes on to testify to
God’s hand and the amazing deliverance of
the 50 young people and staff. As it says in
Isaiah 43, ‘The Lord will rescue His people.
Now this is what the Lord says, “Don’t be
afraid, for | will protect you. | call you by
name, you are mine. When you pass through
the waters, | am with you; when you pass
through the streams, they will not overwhelm
you. When you walk through the fire, you will
not be burned; the flames will not harm you,
for | am the Lord your God”.” The S.U. Camp
was saved when, very unexpectedly, the
wind changed direction. Thank you,
everyone, for your prayers.

So, | am very grateful to everyone who
continues to nurture and support the Hebron
family and we are all indebted to God for His
hand on our lives.

Deo Supremo

Alastair Reid, Principal.

Parents’ Week

(Friday, 2™ April to Thursday 8™ April):

| hope that parents have received the
programme for this very special week. If you
would like to raise issues for discussion in the
Parents’ Meeting on Thursday (8" April) then
please try and let me have them in advance
so that a proper and full response can be
given. However, you are welcome to raise
guestions ‘on the day’ if you so wish and 'l
do my best to respond!

Special features this year will be a
presentation by our Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award staff and by the Department of
Personal Development. Recently | was very
moved to read a letter addressed to one of
our Dorm Parents by a former student who
re-located to the West as a young teenager
after several years at Hebron. She writes
about the tremendous pressures on young
people from the drink / drugs / sex culture
which is so prevalent in some quarters and,
having described how she resisted significant
temptation at a party, she concludes:

This comment alone is a significant testimony
to the work of all of our staff and, especially,
our Dorm Parents and DPD staff. Thank you
everyone.



Alumni Association

London Reunion (6™ March 2004): please
see the Alumni pages on our website
www.hebronooty.org for the photographs of
this special event. Particular thanks go to
Karan Billimoria, Tim Archer, Peter Jeffery,
the Darlings and Pete Gowers for all their
organisation and assistance.

(@) Mumbai Presentation (4™ March
2004): whilst this was primarily aimed
at our parents (current and
prospective) several Alumni sent their
best wishes. It was instructive to hear
from Mumbai folk about why they are
considering (or have chosen) Hebron
for their children. Amongst many
things, the Christian ethos, family
values, academic excellence, country
location and extra-curricular provision
featured highly.

(b) Memorabilia: we are now selling the
following — mugs, scarves, books, ties
and (thanks to Mrs. Billimoria)
baseball caps. Do see Mr. Vikram
Singh (Purchase Officer) or Mrs.
Sarah Peters (Uniform) for details.

(c) Reunion at Hebron: we are
considering a major Alumni Reunion
in July / August 2005 in Ooty and
Coonoor to mark the 30" anniversary
of co-education and amalgamation of
Hebron High School and Lushington
Boys’ School. Watch this space!

(d) Alumni  Newsletter (Number 1):
available as an email attachment or
as a hard copy. Please see Mrs.
Usha Bhasme for details. Hard
copies cost Rs. 50/-.

(e) Flora and Fauna of Lushington Hall
campus: we are very grateful to Dr.
Samraj, Mrs. Sarah Peters and others
for the work that has gone into
producing a very comprehensive
document cataloguing our plants and
trees. This will be available soon and
testifies to the incredible variety of
species on our main campus.

() School Calendar: we are hoping to
produce an illustrated academic year
calendar (August 2004 — July 2005).
More news next newsletter.

(h) Joining the Alumni Association: this is
a second reminder that unless parents
tell us in writing to the contrary before

the end of May 2004, all leavers from
Std.11-13 will automatically join our
Alumni Association. There will be a
one-off deduction of Rs. 1,000/- on
the final bill as a lifetime subscription.
This will entitle Alumni to newsletters
and enable Reunions and
Memorabilia to be financed. Please
tell us in writing by May 31°% if you
do NOT want your leaving son /
daughter to join.

Sport

This half-term has, in the main, been devoted
to Blue / Gold sport, not least the swimming
gala (March 13™ and the Athletics Sports
(April 7M. It has been good to welcome Mrs.
Michele Dallimore (from Australia) to the P.E.
Dept. but we are also grateful to several
I.G.’s (Mr. James, Mr. Tim) and other staff for
their help.

Our Swimming Gala witnessed new records
set by Anna Yawan, the Blue House senior
relay team (Esther Bushy, Sarah Hivner,
Tunti Pereira), Anoushka Sivaraman and
Kynan Chenai. Individual championship
winners were:

Junior Girls: Anoushka Sivaraman
Junior Boys: Kynan Chenai.

Inters Girls: Fiona Thomson
Inters Boys: Mathew Hivner

Senior Girls: Anna Yawan
Senior Boys: Ananda Rabindranath

see the website for results and photos!

The final inter-school sport was played within
a fortnight of the start of term. There are full
reports on the website but we would like to
note with satisfaction the success of the
following teams:
Girls’ Hockey:
U19's:  winners (4"
year running) in field
hockey and runners-up
indoors.
U15’s: runners up.



Girls’ Football:
Ul9's: winners
(second year running).
U16’s: winners.
We are looking at the possibility of a short
sports’ ‘tour’ in the final week of term at The
International School Bangalore (TISB).

A long standing tradition at Hebron is the
playing of staff / student sport on Fridays.
These games are great fun, properly refereed
and sportingly competitive. If, however, any
parent feels their son or daughter should not
play against adults then please let the
Principal know.

School Colours

These have been awarded to the following:

Girls’ Hockey: Lucy Johnson.

Girls’ Football: Naomi Reid, Alyssa
Wong.

Christian Activities:
Anand Singh.

Grace Ayling,

Community outreach

One of our aims as a school is to reach out
and help those less fortunate than ourselves
in our locality and, where possible, further
afield. To this end, we do some community
work through the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme and (with Std. 12 students) through
our Clubs’ programme. In addition, we are
looking at the possibility of taking a party of
staff and students after term ends to a remote
area of Orissa to assist in some village
building work (or re-building projects). If
anyone would like to help support this
financially then please send donations
(payable to ‘Hebron School’) to the Principal’s
Office.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme:

This will be reported on fully during Parents’
Week but we would like to report here on our
delight with the first successful Gold Award

expedition. Some 7 students (6 gold, 1
silver) trekked for four days in the Nilgiris,
enjoying amazing scenery, learning a great
deal and successfully avoiding fires and
animals and hardly seeing a soul. Thanks to
Miss Carter and Mr. Longfield for assisting
with this.

Recent Award recipients:

Bronze: Sam Abu Bakker, Jonathan
Reid, Zal Taleyarkhan, Rishitha
Suresh, Rohit Pinto do Rosario, Ankit
Mishra.

(There are students who have completed
Silver and Gold awards and their
presentations will be at the end of term).

Music

All 54 of our ABRSM candidates received
their certificates at a recent Assembly. We
played host to an outstanding strings / piano
concert by staff and students from
Kodaikanal International School. We are also
thrilled to have two of our parents, Abey and
Swapna, again give a concert at school but
this time during Parents’ Week. Later in the
term (on April 25"™) our Brass Quintet will be
playing at a Concert in Coimbatore. If you
would like to attend then please contact Miss
Janice Faszer (Music Dept.) for details.

Financial matters

a) Fee payments: parents are kindly
asked to ensure their fee bills are
settled each year before September
1% (Term 1) and March 1* (Term 2).
Fines will be applied (as per the
information on the fee schedule
sheet) from these dates, as necessary
on all debit balances. Thank you for
your help in keeping our accounting
as efficient as possible!

b) Travel sundry advance: this is Rs.
3,000/- and is intended as an advance
towards student travel. If parents ask
the school to arrange travel for
themselves then please send the
necessary extra funds!




c) Accounts’ software: over the
December / February period we
installed ‘Tally’ into our computers.
The Accounts’ Staff worked all hours
to ensure this happened as quickly
and effectively as possible, for which
we are all very grateful. It has come
to my notice, however, that in the
earlier software a few mistakes were
made in parents’ bills. | believe these
have now been rectified but do let us
know as soon as possible if not. My
apologies for any difficulties or
distress caused.

d) Alumni fee: please note that unless
we receive a letter to the contrary by
31 May 2004, all leavers from Std.
11 and above will automatically
receive life membership of the Alumni
Association. A charge of Rs. 1,000/-
will, therefore, appear on the final
statement of accounts. | would also
add that if leaving parents wish to
make a cash gift to a school fund (e.g.
Staff Fund, Domestic Staff Welfare,
Centenary, Alumni, Gift) this would be
very gratefully received. Several
parents in the past have kindly waived
their refundable deposit as a gesture
of thanks to the school!

e) Fee payments in Euros: we have
been asked by the Central Bank of
India to say that the ‘instrument’ sent
in Euros should be endorsed by the
sender (either organisation or
individual) on the reverse of the
‘instrument’, preferably in the left hand
top corner.

and a Council member. Some ways we have
supported staff have been:
I. Loans for further studies.
II. Assistance with airfare costs for close
relatives’ funerals (mainly overseas)

lll. Gifts for weddings

IV. Costs incurred for medical reasons.
If you would like to make a contribution
toward this fund please direct your gifts
through Sharlene Cameron, Alastair Reid or
Christine Bushy. Many thanks.

Facilities improvements

Everyone will have been pleased to see the
new tarmac at Selborne and the solar panels
for hot water. Further improvements have
been made to the Lushington Kitchens, the
main Security gate and the strengthening of
earth walls by stone cladding. In view of the
water difficulties we have done two things at
Lushington: installed a water purification
system to improve the quality of the water
throughout the school, and particularly in the
kitchen; digging a new well in the Glenrock
valley. The latter is giving a good yield.

Several projects are being considered in the
next few years and these will be detailed in
the Five Year Plan which we hope to finalise
by this June.

Clubs / Activities

Travel Office

It is a reminder again that any travel
arrangement will be done only against written
requests. Please, please send your requests
in time — late requests disrupt the group
travel.

Hebron Staff Fund

This is a fund formed by parents a number of
years ago to provide financial help either as a
gift or an interest free loan to needy staff
members. It is co-ordinated by a committee
of 2 parent reps., 2 staff reps., the Principal

We have had a good session of clubs once
again. This year we had several new clubs
ranging from “Bob the builder” where Std. 4
boys made stools, through “basic mechanics”
(still without the spare engine!) to performing
arts and singing, the fruits of which parents
will be able to sample in the Variety Concert.

Once again the Std. 12 and some Duke of
Edinburgh award students participated in
community service projects. These were at
Mizpah Home, St. Stephen’s Church, Mercy
Home at Nanjanad (Home for the disabled)
and the deaf and dumb school at Smyrna
Home. This was a valuable experience for all
involved.



All 35 clubs have seen a tremendous amount of effort by both students and staff without which
clubs could not happen. We appreciate the effort and enthusiasm of all involved making clubs an
enjoyable and worthwhile extra-curricular activity!

Staffing

The Principal interviewed several people in the U.K. in March (for Music, Modern Languages and
Nursing) who we hope to appoint for August to take the places of Miss Joanna Fernandes (Music),
the Littlejohns (French, Sport), the Ronalds (Junior School, history, Dorm Parents), Mr. Kristan
Slack (computing) and Miss Lois (Nurse). These positions should be clear by half-term. We are
delighted to have the Bradshaws back with us and to note the return of the Cantles in August.

Everyone was thrilled to hear about the engagement of Mr. Eappen George, former ICT staff, who
is to marry on Easter Monday in Trivandrum. Please note that Mr. Kristan Slack and Miss Sarah
Hunt have called off their engagement.

End of Term

Please note that because of late public exams, we finish term at 12 noon on Friday, 18" June.
Students (except those leaving from Stds. 11 — 13) will only be allowed to leave early in
exceptional circumstances and then only with the Principal’'s permission. As notified on the fee
schedule, unsolicited early departures attract a fine (and are extremely inconvenient).

From Dorm Parents

Please ensure that the School is clearly informed, in writing, if your son or daughter is being
collected by someone other than a parent — or if there’s a change from the normal routines. This
applies to Day Students but also to Boarders, at leave weekends / ends of terms. We are trying to
be as careful as possible for security reasons. Thank you.

Postscript

As you can read, Hebron remains a busy, lively and purposeful community. We value everyone’s
prayerful and practical support and we give thanks for the Hebron Family which, as our Alumni
gathering reminded us, embraces young and old, staff and 1G’s, Hebronites, Lushy boys and
Breeks folk. Long may we flourish under God’s hand.

Isaiah 43 ‘The Lord will rescue His people. Now this is what the Lord says, “Don’t be
afraid, for | will protect you. | call you by name, you are mine. When you pass through
the waters, | am with you; when you pass through the streams, they will not overwhelm
you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not harm

you, for I am the Lord your God".

(Alastair Reid, Principal, April 2004)



